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Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
further ask unanimous consent that
the resolution be agreed to, the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the motions to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of June 19, 2019,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

———

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier
today: S. Res. 346, S. Res. 347, S. Res.
348, and S. Res. 349.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
know of no further debate on the reso-
lutions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there
is no further debate, the question is on
agreeing to the resolutions en bloc.

The resolutions were agreed to.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the pre-
ambles be agreed to and the motions to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, were printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

————
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier
today: S. Res. 350, S. Res. 351, S. Res.
3562, S. Res. 353, S. Res. 354, and S. Res.
355.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolutions be agreed
to, the preambles, where applicable, be
agreed to, and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon table, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions (S. Res. 350, S. Res.
361, S. Res. 352) were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.’’)

The resolution (S. Res. 353) was
agreed to.

(The resolution is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolu-
tions.”’)
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The resolutions (S. Res. 354 and S.
Res. 355) were agreed to.
The preambles were agreed to.

——
BUILDING BLOCKS OF STEM ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 180, S. 737.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 737) to direct the National
Science Foundation to support STEM edu-
cation research focused on early childhood.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask
unanimous consent that the Rosen-
Capito substitute be agreed to, and the
bill, as amended, be read a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 944) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Building
Blocks of STEM Act’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The National Science Foundation is a
large investor in STEM education and plays
a key role in setting research and policy
agendas.

(2) While studies have found that children
who engage in scientific activities from an
early age develop positive attitudes toward
science and are more likely to pursue STEM
expertise and careers later on, the majority
of current research focuses on increasing
STEM opportunities for middle school-aged
children and older.

(3) Women remain widely underrepresented
in the STEM workforce, and this disparity
extends down through all levels of education.
SEC. 3. SUPPORTING EARLY CHILDHOOD AND EL-

EMENTARY STEM EDUCATION RE-
SEARCH.

In awarding grants under the Discovery
Research PreK-12 program, the Director of
the National Science Foundation shall con-
sider the age distribution of a STEM edu-
cation research and development project to
improve the focus of research and develop-
ment on elementary and prekindergarten
education.

SEC. 4. SUPPORTING FEMALE STUDENTS IN PRE-
KINDERGARTEN THROUGH ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL IN STEM EDUCATION.

Section 305(d) of the American Innovation
and Competitiveness Act (42 U.S.C. 1862s—
5(d)) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘“(3) RESEARCH.—As a component of im-
proving participation of women in STEM
fields, research funded by a grant under this
subsection may include research on—

‘“(A) the role of teacher training and pro-
fessional development, including effective
incentive structures to encourage teachers
to participate in such training and profes-
sional development, in encouraging or dis-
couraging female students in prekinder-
garten through elementary school from par-
ticipating in STEM activities;

‘(B) the role of teachers in shaping percep-
tions of STEM in female students in pre-
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kindergarten through elementary school and
discouraging such students from partici-
pating in STEM activities;

‘“(C) the role of other facets of the learning
environment on the willingness of female
students in prekindergarten through elemen-
tary school to participate in STEM activi-
ties, including learning materials and text-
books, seating arrangements, use of media
and technology, classroom culture, and com-
position of students during group work;

‘(D) the role of parents and other care-
givers in encouraging or discouraging female
students in prekindergarten through elemen-
tary school from participating in STEM ac-
tivities;

‘“(E) the types of STEM activities that en-
courage greater participation by female stu-
dents in prekindergarten through elemen-
tary school;

““(F') the role of mentorship and best prac-
tices in finding and utilizing mentors; and

‘(G) the role of informal and after-school
STEM learning opportunities on the percep-
tion of and participation in STEM activities
of female students in prekindergarten
through elementary school.”.

SEC. 5. SUPPORTING FEMALE STUDENTS IN PRE-
KINDERGARTEN THROUGH ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL IN COMPUTER
SCIENCE EDUCATION.

Section 310(b) of the American Innovation
and Competitiveness Act (42 U.S.C. 1862s—
7(b)) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘“(3) USES OF FUNDS.—The tools and models
described in paragraph (2)(C) may include—

‘“(A) offering training and professional de-
velopment programs, including summer or
academic year institutes or workshops, de-
signed to strengthen the capabilities of pre-
kindergarten and elementary school teach-
ers and to familiarize such teachers with the
role of bias against female students in the
classroom;

‘(B) offering innovative pre-service and in-
service programs that instruct teachers on
female-inclusive practices for teaching com-
puting concepts;

‘“(C) developing distance learning programs
for teachers or students, including devel-
oping curricular materials, play-based com-
puting activities, and other resources for the
in-service professional development of teach-
ers that are made available to teachers
through the Internet;

‘(D) developing or adapting prekinder-
garten and elementary school computer
science curricular materials that incor-
porate contemporary research on the science
of learning, particularly with respect to fe-
male inclusion;

‘“‘(E) developing and offering female-inclu-
sive computer science enrichment programs
for students, including after-school and sum-
mer programs;

“(F) providing mentors for female students
in prekindergarten through elementary
school to support such students in partici-
pating in computer science activities;

‘“(G) engaging female students in pre-
kindergarten through elementary school,
and their guardians (if such communication
takes place on school premises during other-
wise-scheduled conferences or formal con-
versations between teachers and guardians)
about—

‘(i) the difficulties faced by female stu-
dents with regard to maintaining an interest
in participating in computer science activi-
ties; and

‘‘(ii) the potential positive career benefits
of engaging in such activities;

“(H) acquainting female students in pre-
kindergarten through elementary school
with careers in computer science and encour-
aging such students to consider careers in
the computer science field; and
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“(I) developing tools to evaluate activities
conducted under this subsection, including
reports for evaluating the effectiveness of
activities under this section.”.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

Mr. McCONNELL. I know of no fur-
ther debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There
being no further debate, the bill having
been read the third time, the question
is, Shall the bill pass?

The bill (S. 737), as amended, was
passed.

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
further ask unanimous consent that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 2593

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there is a bill at the desk,
and I ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the title of the bill for
the first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2593) to amend title 31, United
States Code, to provide for automatic con-
tinuing resolutions.

Mr. McCCONNELL. I now ask for its
second reading and, in order to place
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to my own
request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will re-
ceive its next reading on the second
legislative day.

————

SIGNING AUTHORITY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the major-
ity leader be authorized to sign duly
enrolled bills or joint resolutions on
September 26 and 27.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

APPOINTMENTS AUTHORITY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the upcoming adjournment of
the Senate, the President of the Sen-
ate, the President pro tempore, and the
majority and minority leaders be au-
thorized to make appointments to com-
missions, committees, boards, con-
ferences, or interparliamentary con-
ferences authorized by law, by concur-
rent action of the two Houses, or by
order of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER
27, 2019, THROUGH TUESDAY, OC-
TOBER 15, 2019
Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I

ask unanimous consent that when the
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Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn to then convene for pro forma
sessions only, with no business being
conducted, on the following dates and
times, and that following each pro
forma session, the Senate adjourn until
the next pro forma session: Friday,
September 27, at 11:40 a.m.; Tuesday,
October 1, at 12 noon; Friday, October
4, at 4:30 p.m.; Tuesday, October 8, at 12
noon; and Friday, October 11, at 2:15
p.m.

I further ask unanimous consent that
when the Senate adjourns on Friday,
October 11, it next convene at 3 p.m.,
Tuesday, October 15; that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, morning business
be closed, and the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Barrett nomination; fi-
nally, that notwithstanding the provi-
sions of rule XXII, the cloture motions
filed during today’s session ripen at
5:30 p.m., Tuesday, October 15.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 11:40 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned, under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 4:49 p.m., adjourned until Friday,
September 27, 2019, at 11:40 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate September 26, 2019:
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

LANA J. MARKS, OF FLORIDA, TO BE AMBASSADOR EX-
TRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRI-
CA.

IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
AS VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF AND
FOR APPOINTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
TO THE GRADE INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSI-
TION OF IMPORTANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY IN ACCORD-
ANCE WITH TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 154 AND 601:

To be general
GEN. JOHN E. HYTEN
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

RYAN MCCARTHY, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE SECRETARY OF
THE ARMY.

IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be major general

BRIG. GEN. DOUGLAS A. SIMS IT

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be brigadier general
COL. CURTIS A. BUZZARD
IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 9435:

To be brigadier general
COL. LINELL A. LETENDRE
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IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general

LT. GEN. JAMES H. DICKINSON
THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:
To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. RICKY L. WADDELL

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. JASON T. EVANS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
AS THE SURGEON GENERAL, UNITED STATES ARMY, AND
FOR APPOINTMENT IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO
THE GRADE INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION
OF IMPORTANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10,
U.8.C., SECTIONS 601 AND 7036:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. RAYMOND S. DINGLE
IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be vice admiral
REAR ADM. DARYL L. CAUDLE
IN THE AIR FORCE
THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE

AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. GLEN D. VANHERCK
IN THE ARMY
THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN

THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211:

To be major general
BRIG. GEN. ARTHUR J. LOGAN
IN THE AIR FORCE
THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE

AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general
LT. GEN. ANTHONY J. COTTON
IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be vice admiral
VICE ADM. COLIN J. KILRAIN
IN THE AIR FORCE
THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE

AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general

BRIG. GEN. TIMOTHY D. HAUGH

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. MICHAEL A. MINTHAN

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. SCOTT A. KINDSVATER
IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
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